
FASTTRACK RETURN June, 2000 

 

1) Aleksandra von Drachenklaue (Ffynnon Gath) 

 New device.  Name in ILoI0500. 

 

Per pale azure and Or, a butterfly of Celtic knotwork 

counterchanged. 

 

Commentary with submission:  The consulting herald, 

Riane le Cygne (herald for Shire of Ffynnon Gath) 

states:  "The Celtic knot design depicting a butterfly 

gave me some concern.  In researching the use of Celtic 

knots in heraldic design I discovered some 

documentation discussing the use of a lover's knot in the 

arms of women.  (See attached photocopy from Fox-

Davies' A Complete Guide To Heraldry, p 446-447.)  

Although the knot displayed in this device is not a 

lover's knot, it is a thin ribbon-like knot and is desired 

for the arms of a lady.  The use of knots in a heraldic charge also has some basis in terms 

of the serpent nowed.  The applicant asks that the College consider that the use of such a 

device is appropriate for use in the society." 

 

Reply:  Unfortunately for the submitter, this matter has already been considered on 

numerous occasions, and the conclusion has been the same:  Knotwork is unregisterable.  

The clearest explanations are among the earliest: 

 

Knotwork is not, by and large, heraldic. A few simple knots have made it into 

mundane heraldry (e.g., Bowen knot) or into Society heraldry by definition and 

the circulation of drawings (e.g., Donnelly knot), but your elaborate interlace 

cannot be described or defined. (Karina of the Far West, 30 Jun 79 [25], p. 70) 

 

Heraldry cannot describe or define any but the very simplest of knots. (KFW, 30 

Jun 79 [25], p. 71).   

 

A blazon is supposed to describe a device so exactly that a competent heraldic artist can 

produce the emblazon (picture) from the blazon (words) alone.  In the case of knotwork, 

there are just no words that can adequately descibe it.  The ban on knotwork has been 

upheld by further Laurel commentary at least seven times, the most recent in November 

of 1999. 

 

Furthermore, the reference from Fox-Davies refers to the display of hatchments.  Figure 

749, as mentioned in the discussion, clearly shows the lozenge-shaped hatchment 

hanging from the lover's knot, not a knot as a charge.  (As an aside, hatchments were a 

special form of heraldic display used only after armiger had died – I don't think 

Aleksandra is quite ready for that!) 

 



The fact that serpents can be knotted does not mean that other charges can be knotted.  

Some knots can be registered, as shown in the Pictorial Dictionary.  The Hungerford knot 

might be of interest to the submitter, particularly if it is inverted. 

 

COLLEGE ACTION: 

Device:  Returned for violating the precedents banning registration of knotwork. 

 

2) Gilyan Alionora Clonmacnoise (Mooneschadowe) 

 New badge 

 

 (Fieldless) A pawprint within a horseshoe Or.  

 

College Action: This badge is returned for violation of 

RfS VIII.5 which states " A fieldless design must have 

all its elements conjoined."  The pawprint is fine – the 

separate toe prints are still considered part of one charge 

that is just drawn that way.  But there is no conjoining 

between the horseshoe and the pawprint, which violates 

the rule. 


